





Say Tian Hng means “Garden in West Heaven” in Hokkien,
a dialect of Southern China. It refers to a celestial realm,
associated with transcendence, where the gods and goddesses
of Daoism and Chinese folk religion dwell.

Our 6th-generation atelier invites this celestial sensibility
into everyday spaces, through tropical hardwood sculptures
hand-crafted with early Qing dynasty techniques

and ancestral knowledge.









Around 1840, our ancestor - a wandering keymaker - met and
discipled under a master sculptor in Tong An village, in the
45th district of Nan An County, Fu Jian province, China.

Several years later, the master sculptor died unexpectedly,
leaving behind a young son. Our ancestor imparted his newly-
acquired skills to the boy so he would have a means
of supporting himself; then left to set up his own shop
in another province, to avoid competing
out of respect for his late master.

In 1896, amid the decline of the Qing dynasty, we fled the
chaos and poverty in China, moving to Southeast Asia to settle

in the multi-culcural British colony of Singapore.

Back in China, civil war erupted, followed by the Cultural
Revolution, erasing traditional crafts and beliefs.

In Singapore, our shop survived.


















Today, our work explores how material tradition can bridge
the East and West, reconnecting us with
ancient legends and the timeless values they embody,
which remain just as relevant - if not more so - in our
modern, turbulent world.

We collaborate with UNESCO, the Asian Civilisations
Museum (Singapore), and the Michelangelo Foundation
(Switzerland) in the work of preserving
the intangible cultural heritage of humanity.















The Monkey God
FMES
Sun Wu Kong

Popularised as a superhero in contemporary pop culture,
cinema and theatre, the Monkey God is widely known
but rarely understood, his deeper meaning obscured
in ancient mythology.

He is the literary representation of the
Monkey Mind (ILMR / Xin Yudn), the Daoist and Buddhist
concept of uncontrolled consciousness
where the restless mind jumps from thought to thought,
like a monkey leaping from branch to branch.

Yet, Sun Wukong also offers us a way to stillness.

In the 16th-century Chinese classic The Journey to the West,
he succeeds in taming his impulses after a 514-year struggle,
attaining Buddhahood and finally embodying the meaning

of his name: [BEZ - “Enlightened Emptiness”.

In the Monkey God, we find a mirror for the human condition.






The Goddess of the Sea
(P ]
Ma Zu

From a country helmed in by deserts to the north, mountains
to the west, and jungles to the south, the Chinese’s link to the
outside world laid in the east, across open ocean.

As generations of traders, fishermen and migrants set sail
in search of livelihoods, refuge and adventure,

they looked to the Goddess of the Sea for safety

amid the storms, at sea and in life.






Sudhana
EVEF
Shan Cai Tong Zi

A boy from a wealthy family set out on a quest for truth,
learning from 53 teachers including gods and ordinary men.

Sudhana’s story reminds us how wisdom can be found
in unlikely places.












“My statue arrived in France in perfect condition.
The quality is exceptional and the statue looks even nicer
than what I expected from the photographs.

I have visited many shops in Asia selling similar statues
and I have to say that the quality of your work
is far above.”

Mr Joel D.
of Provence-Alpes-Cote d'Azur, France
(Owner of a 20-inch statue of Zhen Wu,
the personification of the North)












